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INSTRUCTOR Darlene Xiomara Rodriguez, Ph.D., MSW, M.P.A. 
INFORMATION: Department of Political Science 
   223 Graham Building 
    
CONTACT   Office hours – By appointment and 3:15pm-5:30pm on Thursday 
INFORMATION: Email:  dxrodrig@uncg.edu 
 
COURSE  Graham Building; Room No. 209 
MEETINGS:  Tuesday/Thursday 2:00pm-3:15pm   
 
TEACHING  My aim is to promote the building of a quality educational community in the classroom, 
PHILOSOPHY: within the University, and in the community-at-large through readings, discussions,  

experiential learning that cultivate character, promote coherence, foster collaboration, and 
encourage civic engagement. 

    
COURSE   How do campaign advertisements influence voters’ perceptions and behavior? 
DESCRIPTION: What roles are played by emotion in politics?  What features of the political environment 

influence the way in which different ethnic, religious or other social groups interact with 
and view one another, and what role do stereotypes play in political behavior?  How and 
why do ideologies form, and how does partisanship influence the way that voters 
understand the political world?  

  
LEARNING  ● To become more knowledgeable about the field of political psychology  
OBJECTIVES:     -- its definition, its various domains of study, and its methodologies.  

● To examine the impact of personality on political behavior.  
● To become familiar with the role of social cognition, social influences,    
   and social relations factors in political behavior.  
● To examine the myriad of factors involved in the political psychology of  
   groups.  
● To become familiar with the various psychological and political    
    impacting voting behavior.  
● To explore the political psychology of race and ethnicity.  
● To examine the impact of political psychology as it related to broader    
    international concerns such as nationalism, political extremism, and    
    war. 
● To learn oral communication skills and increase communication    
   competency.   
   NOTE: Because this is a “Speaking Intensive Course,” students  
   will practice public speaking in a variety of formats (i.e., individual,  
   group, and class level) and conduct research needed to have informed  
   dialogue.   

 
REQUIRED  Martha L. Cottam, Beth Deitz-Uhler, Elena Mastors, and Thomas  
READINGS:  Preston.  Introduction to Political Psychology (2nd Edition). (Psychology  

Press, 2010).  Additional readings, assignments, or library/ internet/  
community research will be required of you throughout the semester reflecting the theme 
we are focused on.  These assignments will be posted on Blackboard (BB).  It is the 
student’s responsibility to ensure that s/he has access to BB, that s/he knows how to 
interface with the system, and checks their official UNCG email periodically for course 
information. 
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DISABILITY  To request and receive accommodations at UNCG you must be registered with the Office  
SERVICES: of Disability Services (ODS).  Students eligible for accommodations must provide me 

with the corresponding forms by   Week 3.  If you have any specific questions or 
concerns call ODS at (336)334-5440 or visit their website: 
http://ods.dept.uncg.edu/services/. 

 
CLASSROOM Please turn off or otherwise silence all cell phones.  Should the instructor believe that you  
COURTESY:  are detracting from the learning environment of your fellow students (i.e., reading the 

newspaper, doing work for another class/activity, texting) you will be asked to step out of 
the class until you are able to reconcile your issues and will be considered partially 
absent. 

 
   Just as you expect your instructors to be prompt and prepared, I expect the same of you  

(and you should expect the same of each other).  Class begins at 2:00pm and ends at  
3:15pm.  My aim is to start and end class on-time so that you can continue throughout  
your day as you have carefully scheduled.  If you have difficulty being prompt, for your  
peace of mind, it may be worthwhile to reschedule this class for a date and time when  
you can fully attend without compromise or conflict. 

  
ACADEMIC   ALL assignments that take place in and out of class must be your own work and original 
INTEGRITY: for this course.  Should a student be found in violation of the policy, the professor will  

follow the procedures as outlined by the Dean of Students Office.  Ignorance of the  
policy does not exempt a student from receiving a failing grade for the course, a  
permanent citation on your academic record, and/or suspension from UNCG depending  
on the severity of the infraction (http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/philosophy/).  
 

GRADING   Grade   Overall Course Expectations   
RUBRIC:  A  EXCELLENT: Indicates achievement of distinction and  

excellence in several if not all of the following aspects:  
     1) completeness and accuracy of knowledge;  

    2) intelligent use of knowledge;  
    3) independence of work; and 
    4) originality. 

   ======================== 
B GOOD: Indicates general achievement superior to the acceptable standard 

defined as C.  It involves excellence in some aspects of the work, 
indicated in the definition of A. 

============================ 
C  AVERAGE:  Indicates the acceptable standard for  

graduation from UNCG.  It involves such quality and  
quantity of work as may fairly be expected of a student of  
normal ability who gives to the course a reasonable amount  
of time, effort, and attention.  Such acceptable standards  
should include the following factors:  

    1) familiarity with the content of the course;  
    2) familiarity with the methods of study of the course; and  
    3) ability to write about the subject in intelligible English. 
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GRADING   Percentage Assignment*     
POLICY:  10%  Participation (inc. Short Assignments/Quizzes)      * Information  

15%  Presentation & Facilitation      about these 
15%   Identity Paper                   assignments 
30%   Exam I  (Midterm)      are available on BB. 
30%   Exam II (Final)     
===============================================     

   100%  TOTAL   
    
ATTENDANCE  Your class attendance and tardiness WILL affect your final grade.  You are allowed up to  
POLICY:  two (2) absences, excused or otherwise.  Please know that two (2) tardies equals one (1)  

absence.  You are responsible for obtaining class notes and information from your  
colleagues, the assignments missed, and be prepared for the following class meeting,  
including any assignments that are to be turned in on the day you return.  Additionally, if  
you show up late and/or leave early without consulting me first, you may be counted  
partially or totally absent.  In short, attending class, on time and prepared is a sign of  
respect to all. 

 
PARTICIPATION: Because this is a “Speaking Intensive Course” participation is an important part of your 

learning.  Insightful and informed participation as well as well-presented argumentation  
is invited during periods of discussion.  There will be large and small group facilitated  
discussion, which will accommodate for different levels of comfort to participate in class.  
With this is mind, participation is critical to the success of our class.  But remember, how 
much you say is not as important as the strength and informed insightfulness of your 
contribution 
 
When discussing, we all, both students and instructor, need to keep in mind that many  
topics discussed within Individual in Politics can be viewed as controversial.  You can  
be assertive in your positions without being belligerent.  If you state an opinion, you may  
be asked to provide concrete reasons as to why you believe what you believe.  If you  
have questions about a statement, ask for clarification.  Be polite and respectful to one  
another and we will all learn more together. 

 
   Quizzes will come at random throughout the semester. They may cover readings that  

were assigned for that day or topics covered in the previous class. Because of this, be  
advised; keep up with your readings. When assessing your quiz performance, know that I  
will drop the lowest quiz grade when tabulating your average.  If you are absent on the  
day of a quiz/or arrive late to class you will not be able to retake it; hence a failing grade 
will be awarded.  Quizzes represent an excellent opportunity to obtain a counterbalance 
for poor exam performance, so make the most of them when they are given.  In addition 
short assignments will be assigned during the semester that complement the readings and 
will be used to facilitate discussion in the course, the completion of these tasks count 
towards your participation grade. 

 
PRESENTATION Students will be placed into teams and assigned a particular BB reading from which to  
& FACILITATION: base their presentation.  You can select to present on anything within that reading. In  

other words, you are not presenting on the entire paper but rather just a topic (of your  
choice) from within that paper. You are to present the topic, add additional information 
based on the research literature, provide a handout for the class, and present to the class 
(PowerPoint is preferable).  
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IDENTITY   Individuals of every race, color, creed, religious background, sexual orientation, veteran  
PAPER:  status, (dis)ability, educational level, and income status interface with the government, 

private, and nonprofit sectors in the United States.  Students will write a paper focusing 
on a specific identity group in the United States.  The paper will be based on selecting an 
identity in which they are a member of the “out-group.”  More information about the 
paper and how it should be crafted will be shared during Week 2. 

 
EXAMS: The exams will consist of true/false, multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions.  

The midterm exam will cover Chapters 1-6 and the final exam will cover Chapters 7-12.  
The exams will also include BB readings, discussions, and lectures reflecting the theme 
and chapters tested.  Students who miss one of the exams will have the other exam 
counted double.    

 
ALL assignments, papers, and projects are due by midnight on a specific day. 

Late homework assignments, papers, and/or projects will be docked per day that they are late  
(i.e. if you earned a “B” and turned the assignment in late by two days you would receive a “C+”).   

Therefore, ALL assignments will be submitted via email or through Blackboard. 
Documents should be saved and uploaded using the “.doc” extension,  

otherwise I cannot open them and you will not receive credit. 
 

The schedule below is the one that we will be using throughout FALL 2010 for this class. 
It will serve as a guideline for the pace of the lectures and the coverage of topics. 

I reserve the right to alter the schedule as necessary as well as bring in outside 
speakers to instruct on specific topics throughout the course of the semester. 
Course readings are to be read for the day they are discussed in class. 

 
DAY         (WEEK)  DATE THEME ASSIGNMENT(S) 
Tuesday     (Week 1) August 24th 

 
Our Learning 
Community 

Introduction  
Expectations 
Overview of Course 

Thursday  August 26th Political Psychology 
Introduction  
Part I 

Chapter 1 

Tuesday     (Week 2) August 31st Part II 
 
SPEAKING CENTER 

TRAINING (1) 
 

BB Readings 
 
How to prepare and deliver a 
presentation.  Students are 
responsible for facilitating a 
discussion and presentation on 
the (BB) readings, beginning 
Week 3. 

Thursday  September 2nd LIBRARY 
RESEARCH 
TRAINING 

 

Meet at CITI Lab  
(UNCG Jackson Library) 
Training with Lynda Kellam, 
Political Science Librarian  
(Class exercise to help students 
learn how to do library research 
to help them gather information, 
data, facts, and statistics that 
will inform their Identity Paper)  
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Course readings are to be read for the day they are discussed in class. 
 
DAY         (WEEK)  DATE THEME ASSIGNMENT(S) 
Tuesday     (Week 3) 
 

September 7th 
 

Personality and Politics 
Part I 

Chapter 2 
 

Thursday  September 9th Part II BB Readings 
 
 

Tuesday     (Week 4) September 14th Cognition, Social 
Identity, Emotions, and 
Attitudes in Political 
Psychology 
Part I 

Chapter 3 
 

Thursday  September 16th Part II BB Readings 
Tuesday     (Week 5) September 21st  The Political 

Psychology of Groups 
Part I 

Chapter 4 
 

Thursday  September 23rd Part II BB Readings 
 Tuesday    (Week 6) September 28th The Study of Political 

Leaders 
Part I 

Chapter 5 
 

Thursday  September 30th Part II BB Readings 
Tuesday     (Week 7) October 5th Voting, Role of the 

Media, and Tolerance 
Part I 

Chapter 6 
 

Thursday  October 7th 
 

Part II BB Readings 
 
Mid-term evaluations. 
NOTE:  The syllabus may be 
altered based on student 
feedback.  If any revisions are 
made, you will be informed 
during Week 9. 
 
Identity Paper Due – 
Fri. 10/8/2010 by Midnight 

Tuesday     (Week 8) October 12th 
 

NO CLASS FALL BREAK 
Have fun & return safely! 

Thursday  October 14th 
 

MIDTERM EXAM Chapters 1-6 
BB Readings and exercises 

Tuesday     (Week 9) October 19th   The Political 
Psychology of Race and 
Identity 
Part I 

Chapter 7 
Discussion of Identity Papers 
 
 

Thursday October 21st Part II BB Readings 
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Course readings are to be read for the day they are discussed in class. 
 
DAY         (WEEK)  DATE THEME ASSIGNMENT(S) 
Tuesday   (Week 10) October 26th 

   
From Ethnic Conflict to 
Genocide 

Chapter 8 
 

Thursday October 28th 
 

SPEAKING CENTER 
TRAINING (2) 

Communication & Escalation:  
The art and craft of persuasion 

Tuesday   (Week 11) November 2nd 
 

GUEST 
PRESENTATION 

Discussion regarding reading/ 
training and how it plays out in 
the lives of our own neighbors. 

Thursday  November 4th 
 

The Political 
Psychology of Civic and 
Ethnic Nationalism 
Part I 

Chapter 9 
 

Tuesday   (Week 12) November 9th  Part II BB Readings 

 Thursday  November 11th The Political 
Psychology of Terrorism 

Chapter 10 

 Tuesday  (Week 13) November 16h The Political 
Psychology of 
International Security 
and Conflict  

Chapter 11 

Thursday  November 18th FIELD TRIP Tour of International Civil 
Rights Center & Museum 

Tuesday   (Week 14) November 23rd Conflict Resolution and 
Reconciliation  
Part I 
 

Discussion regarding museum 
tour and means by which to 
reduce/mediate conflict. 

Thursday  November 25th NO CLASS THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 
Tuesday   (Week 15) November 30th Part II 

 
Chapter 12 

Thursday  December 2nd 
 

Course Overview 
 

FINALS FIESTA! 
LAST CLASS 

Thursday  (Week 16) December 10th 3:30pm – 6:30pm FINAL EXAM 
(Chapters/Readings 7-12) 

NOTE:  Beginning Week 3 – Teams of students will be responsible for presenting and        
facilitating discussion on the BB reading for that day.   

 
 


